


EU-Japan Regional  & Cluster Cooperation 
Helpdesk

A  b r i d g e  fo r  i n d u s t r i a l  c o o p e ra t i o n  b e t w e e n  E u r o p e  a n d  J a p a n



The EU-Japan Centre for Industrial Cooperation (the Centre) was established in 1987 as a joint venture of the

European Commision (DG GROW) and Japan’s METI

Promoting all forms of industrial, trade and investment cooperation between the EU and Japan

The Center has put in place a Helpdesk dedicated to promote EU-Japan cooperation at

the local level of industrial clusters, regions and prefecture.

The EJR2C Helpdesk is managed by the tandem of

CEEJA (European Center for Japanese Studies in Alsace) on the EU side &

CLAIR (Council of Local Authorities for International Relations) on the JP side.

The  EU-Japan Re g ional  & C luste r  C oope rat ion  (EJR2C) He lpde sk  
An  i n i t i a t i v e  f ro m  t h e  E U - J a p a n  C e n t re  f o r  I n d u s t r i a l  C o o p e ra t i o n





17-18 May 2021

136 participants from Europe and Japan.

19 meetings were organized with European and Japanese

clusters, Japanese prefectures and European regions.

The f i rst  EU-Japan Regional  Cooperation Annual  
Conference & Matchmaking





EJR2C Helpdesk has organised a series of best practices

webinars of existing cooperation for :
▪ triggering
▪ inspiring
▪ expanding

Presentations and recording of the events online

www.ejrc-helpdesk.eu

EU-Japan Regional  Cooperation 
good practices webinar series 

http://www.ejrc-helpdesk.eu/


“10 years of win-win relations on Agri-Food innovation”
between the Kyushu Bio-Cluster and the Vitagora Cluster in France

“Evolving partnerships for renewable energy and regional
revitalization”
between the Fukushima Prefecture (energy agency) and the North
Rhine Westphalia (energy agency)

“EU-Japan multi-partners alliance for supporting business in
health-related life sciences”
between the Osaka Bio headquarter and the BioXclusters alliance in
Europe regrouping 4 biotech clusters in France, Germany, Italy and
Spain)

“Concept-based regional cooperation”
between the Oulu’s healthcare ecosystem for ‘OuluHealth’ in Finland
and the Kanagawa’s Healthcare New Frontier for ‘ME-BYO’

"Towards future in medical technologies - A successful EU-Japan
regional collaborative approach"
between Saitama city (Saitama Prefecture - Japan) & Bayern Innovativ
GmbH – (Bavarian State Government - Germany)

Since 2021 – 9 webinars 

"Carbon Neutrality throughSmart Forest Bioeconomy“
between Nagano Prefecture – Japan & Forest Bioeconomy Cluster –
(North Karelia Region - Finland)

"From a regional partnership between Hyogo/Kobe - North Germany
to a EU-Japan regional cooperation in medical industry"
between Foundation for Biomedical Research and Innovation at Kobe
(Hyogo Prefecture/Kobe city Japan) & Life Science Nord – (Northern
Germany) MAGIA2Market alliance (Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes Region -
France/Wallonia Region - Belgium/Piemonte Region - Italy/Northern
Germany)

"A successful regional partnership in terms of industrial policy, food
industry and cultural tourism between Basque Country and Mie
prefecture"
between Mie Prefectural Government (Mie Prefecture – Japan) &
BasqueTrade & Investment (Basque Country Spain)

“New local government collaboration style between EU and Japan
municipalities in fields of energy, agriculture, education and social
welfare that transcends sister cities”
between Higashi Matsushima City (Miyagi Prefecture - Japan) & Lolland
Municipality (Region Zealand - Denmark)





Selection of 10 European clusters for FY 2022
for going to Japan before 31 March 2023

Agenda

• Sept 22 : selection of 10 EU Clusters Managers

• Oct 22 : dissemination of the results of the selection

• Before 31 March 2023 : Visit of a Japanese cluster with 

the support of the EU-Japan Centre for Industrial 

Cooperation

One to one online meeting before departure organised by  

the EJR2C Helpdesk

New cluster manager mobil ity scheme

The call for expression of interest FY 2022 (until March

31st 2023 in Japan) was launched on 1st July 2022

Objective – support international cooperation between

industry cluster in the EU & their counterparts in Japan

Selection of 10 candidates 

This programme in Japan is expected to last for a period of

6 weeks with expenses for each candidate covered up to

700 EUR per week.





Contact the EU-Japan Regional & Cluster Cooperation 

Helpdesk via our offices in Europe and in Japan

www.ejrc-helpdesk.eu / @EJRCHelpdesk

EU office (Grand Est Region – Strasbourg France) 

Dr Virginie Fermaud – Jean Freund – Aurélien Anthony

ejrc@eu-japan.eu

Contact us

http://www.ejrc-helpdesk.eu/
mailto:ejrc@eu-japan.eu


Thank you


