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INSIGHTS FROM MULTIDISCIPLINARY ACTORS ON URBAN 

REGENERATION PLANNING

Cluster Cleantech: cutting-edge sector from the industrial past
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Climate change 
moves faster 
than our actions



We need to go faster and stronger



INDUSTRIALISING 
INNOVATION

 for a sustainable transition 
to address the climate 

emergency.
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Innovative ecosystems: Catalyst for change



Innovation Ecosystems 
Create a Virtuous Circle

Innovation Ecosystems Are Engines of 
Growth

Shaping Green 

Transitions into Action



The keys to building a successful and 
resilient cleantech ecosystem
• Network, network, and network.

• Adopt the start-up mindset: test, validate, 
accelerate.

• Build a resilient economic model.

• Capitalize on the IKEA effect, leverage your 
strengths.

• Focus on Impact and Entrepreneurship.

• Use the experience of more mature ecosystems
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It all began with a former Cockerill 
steelworks site…



1313

…a brownfield whose 
redevelopment master plan was 

approved by the Walloon 
government in 2022.

The District Cleantech ecosystem
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One Upscaling Lab associated with each satellite ecosystem

H2 national testing & innovative platform
1

VKhylab

3 Urban Agriculture innovative platform

GreenHouses Labs

2 Innovative platform dedicated to 
prefabication and circularity

Renolab

4 Center of Expertise and innovation  in Soil 
and Water Remediation

Brownfield Lab
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A. STRUCTURE SATELLITE ECOSYSTEMS WITH
COMMON GOALS AND SPECIFIC

INFRASTRUCTURES

B. ENGAGE 5 DIFFERENT STAKEHOLDERS AROUND
CONCRETE AND INNOVATIVE PROJECTS

How to trigger enthusiasm for the ecosystem ?

ACCELERATE, SCALE UP, INDUSTRIALIZE…



How to trigger enthusiasm for the ecosystem ?
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C. A ROADMAP OF CONCRETE PROJECTS TO BE INSTALLED ON THE SITE

MORE THAN 25   
PROJECTS TO BE 

POTENTIALLY 
INSTALLED : 

20 to 30 Ha 
of lands

30%
of building Les 

Vestiaires

15%
of building La 

Centrale

November
2024



How to trigger enthusiasm for the ecosystem ?
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D. BOLSTER THE ECOSYSTEM WITH A ROBUST ROADMAP CENTERED ON PROJECTS, EVENTS, AND WORKSHOPS

4 "Satellite Ecosystems“ projects : creation of a project portfolios and setting-up of the associated upscaling 

labs for each Satellite Ecosystem.

5 “DC Infrastructures“ projects :Rehabilitation of Porte Ouest infrastructures as a catalyst for innovation in the 

Cleantech sector.

1  “Innovation for Public tendering” transversal project

10 STRATEGIC PROJECTS 

• Over 40 thematic workshops designed to create projects for members. 
• Specific actions/projects/workshops requested by individual member.
• Coordination of the Just Transition Fund portfolios (85M€).
• Active ecosystem engagement through networking events, newsletters, "Meet our Leaders of Change" sessions, "startup pitch" 

sessions, Climathon,…
• “Business development" actions for the ecosystem.
• Driving initiatives to enhance training in cleantech careers, with a focus on empowering impact entrepreneurship.
• A strategy for regional and international collaborations.

STRENGTHENING THE ECOSYSTEM: ACTION PLANS 
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Hydrogen & Energy

Sambrinvest, WE,
Industrya, Capricorn

ULB, CRM, VKI, C3E2D,
MateriaNova, UMons,

Multitel, UCLouvain, CETIC, 
CENAERO 

TWEED, (Belgium H2 Council)
AGC, CARMEUSE, (TE), Industeel, BESIX, 
Equans, Bsolutions, (Engie), Aperam, 
Riva, Proximus, Duferco Wallonie, Bpost, 
Enerdeal, Full-Service

H2 : BEBLUE, Mitis, Haffner, H2Win
CC : Sirona technologies, ARK
Energies : Résolia, Destore, Karno, Raysun, BSTOR, IMP 
techno., Renewind, aug-e, WelldoneDrill, SunSoak, Enfoil, 

IIS e-wallonHy, CENEO, 
FOREM , IFAPME, IIS 

CETWA, PAC, Charleroi 

GreenWin, 
Mecatech, Skywin, LIW 

5 Stakeholders Engagement 



H2 National 
Testing

Platform

Heat Network

Combustion

H2 aerospatial & 
mobility

H2 Plasmalyse

Hydrogen & Energies

Green H2 production

Sirona Technologies
Usines containers DAC 

H2 Materials Testing

Carbon Capture
+ réseau capture 

CO2 

H2 and CO2 
Pipelines

Batteries 
ParkH2WIN:

H2 production based on 

enzyme

Recycling of CO2 :

- Provocative CC (US)

- Sublime Systems (US)

- Helix (US)

- Cryopur (Fr)

- Cyber (Be)

Porte Ouest 

Projects

Call EU / WE :

- WE :H2 Valley (TWEED)

- EU : Horizon-MISS-Climat 

2024

IMP Techno:

LiCO3 refining plant
Batteries 

thermiques

Positive Energy 
Business Park

Films CIGS

SAF@BSCA:

Project in construction (UK, 

Fr, BE)

Pompe 

Multimodal

e H2

Power to X, CCU 
projects



Satellite Ecosystem: 
Wasteland revival, water and soil remediation



•Job Creation Potential: Wallonia's 1,250 hectares 
of brownfield sites could generate over 30,000 
jobs.

•Investment Opportunities: The cleantech sector 
attracts significant investor interest, with potential 
investments ranging from €1 billion to €5 billion 
depending on the chosen technologies and 
infrastructure.

•Innovation in Depollution: The depollution sector 
holds great innovation potential, enabling faster 
industrial brownfield rehabilitation and scalability 
for international application.

Zoom on the BrownFieldLab



1

2

3

Zoom on the BrownFieldLab

Training in land remediation
•Objectives: Improve the quality of interventions,
Accelerate the rehabilitation of 1,250 hectares in Wallonia,
Develop training modules, including on the District 
Cleantech site.

Proactivity towards future health crises
• Expertise and Innovation Center for land treatment,
Development of land remediation methods for "new" 
pollutants (PFAS, antibiotics, endocrine disruptors, 
microplastics, etc.).

Innovation
1.Innovation in public markets, circular economy challenges 
in public calls related to remediation (PPP, innovative calls, 
etc.),
Innovation in water and soil remediation and temporary 
use method for industrial brownfields: solar panels, plants 
, etc.
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District Cleantech

Extended Team

CORE
TEAM

Technology roadmaps

Co-events

Projects

Cleantech International 

Strategy & Tactic

Operational support 

Venture Studio Cleantech

Digital and sensors

EU projects

Numerical twins

Strategy H2 Wallonia (H2HUB)

Talent & Training

RENOLAB 

EU projects

Massification of energy renovation

R&D and innovation partners

Pilots developer

Technology roadmaps

Projects



85 District Cleantech members

3 investors : 



Startups @ District Cleantech

Energy Transition: clean energy, hydrogen, carbon capture,….

Sustainable renovation : Prefabrication,…

Circularity: Construction, electronics, materials, urban agriculture 

✓ Business development: accessto the 
Cleantech District network

✓ Innovation, fundraising: connectingwith
the right people (C-level, relevant 
individuals, etc.)

✓ Expansion strategy: desireto establish
on the Cleantech District site 

✓ National and international visibility: 
connectingwiththe international 
network of the Cleantech District

CTX



Des CampusDistrict Cleantech

La 
Centrale

Les Vestiaires

Columbus

CLEANTECH VALLEY

PHENIX  
(Ecosystème 
construction 

circulaire et bas-C)
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CLEANTECH OPEN 

FRANCE
• MOU to be signed in 

coming weeks

• 680 startups (alumnis) 

• Startups :

BOSTON 

CLEANTECH 

ECOSYSTEMS
• GreentownLabs

• MIT REAP, VMS, SE

• Startups

International Cleantech Connections

CAMBRIDGE 

CLEANTECH 
• MOU signed (May 24)

• Co-events 

• Startups :

• Startu

ps
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40 hectares 
Economical and Innovation 
Hub in Cleantech 

24.000 m²
Former industrial buildings 
renovated

+ 1.000
Jobs created

4 Upscaling Labs
Development of shared
infrastructures

By 2035

+100  
Cleantech Companies



Chief Ecosystem Officer

Marc Van Den Neste

Margaux Monforti

36

Chief Operating Officer



THANK YOU!
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