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Clusters strengthening ecosystems
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TEXTILE ECOSYSTEM

Mikael Garellick
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Textile ecosystem

•Textile & clothing

•Leather

•Footwear
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Figures for the ecosystem

€198 billion in turnover

212.000 companies (mostly SMEs) and
employment of 1.93 million (more
than 70% women in the textile sector)
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Covid Health Bulletin for the sector

❖The ecosystem has been hard hit.

❖During the second quarter of 2020 sales of
woven fabrics decreased by 35%, knitted
fabrics by 44% and the decline in the clothing
industry -37%.

❖Manufacture of nonwovens for face masks and
medical gowns more resilient.

❖Employment: Textile -2,1% and clothing -5,6%.



www.clustercollaboration.eu

6

Impact of crisis on the ecosystem

•Collapse of demand

•Industrial value chains not functioning

•Uncertain prospects of improvement
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Investments for recovery
•Green 

•Digital
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Some ideas for ecosystem investments

➢Recycling hubs

➢Digital virtual collections

➢Diversification of the sales channels
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How clusters can strengthen the European 
economy in the textile sector

Silvia Kabaivanova, Chairman of the Bulgarian Fashion Association, Bulgaria 
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According to the European Apparel and Textile Federation (Euratex), the outbreak of COVID-19 may 
cause a 50% drop in sales and production for the EU textile and apparel sector in 2020. 
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Thank you for your attention

Contact: 
Silvia Kabaivanova, Cluster Manager

silvia@bgfa.eu
https://www.bgfa.eu

mailto:silvia@bgfa.eu
https://www.bgfa.eu/

